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Please join us for brunch at 9:45 and the lecture a t 10:45.  
Please RSVP to 314-576-5230. 
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Planning has already begun for the Graduate 
Shabbat on May 5, 2012.  Please contact Claire Hack  if you 
have a high school or college or grad school gradua te you'd 
like to have listed on the honor roll for this even t.  They 
need not be present -- we'd just like to honor them .  If 
they wish to help lead the Shabbat service, or if y ou can 
help with planning for the event, please contact Cl aire,  
636.519.9209, or ceh1492@hotmail.com.  
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Family Game Night 2012�

I’m happy to report that our 3rd an-
nual Family Game Night was a 
huge success! Lots of games, lots 
of smiles, lots of yummy junk food, 
hanging out with Tradcong friends. 
What more can one ask for?  

 

The much anticipated Tradcong 
ping-pong tournament featured an 
exciting final round between reign-
ing champion Sid Levin and chal-
lenger Nitai Melnick in a best of 
three game competition. Nitai held 
the lead late into game one. After 
making some adjustments Sid was 
able to come from behind to log a 
21-18 victory.  

Game two was also close with Sid 
prevailing 21-15 to take the cham-
pionship once again. Nitai gave Sid 
a run for his money and really 
made him sweat it out (literally!) to 
defend his title.  

Congratulations to both of our final-
ists and our ping pong champion 
for the third year in a row, Sid 
Levin. Thanks to all who partici-
pated in Family Game Night!�
�

                                  Ken Levy 

                                  Youth V.P. 
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MORE ON OUR ADOPT-A-STUDENT PROGRAM 
Inspired by Traditional's "Adopt-a-Student" program many years ago, our family 
donated to that fund and then made periodic contributions to various activities 
conducted by NACOEJ.   Finally we adopted our "own" student, a young man 
who, from what I could understand in his letters, had deferred his army service 
so that he could enter the military as a counselor.  When an Israeli friend was 
planning her annual visit home, Marc gave her a few hundred dollars to pass 
along to "our" student, whom she arranged to meet at the airport on her way 

back to the U.S.  She brought back a gift:  a colorful, beautifully-woven bowl that had carried the 
student's meager food from Ethiopia through Sudan and into Israel.  Though I've washed it a few 
times to remove dust, the scent of exotic spices remains embedded in its fabric.  An unexpected 
and unnecessary exchange on his part, It is one of my most prized possessions. 
 
Within a year, our family situation had changed drastically, along with it my financial circum-
stances.  Adolescent children, even undemanding ones like mine, are so very expensive!   And 
although mine were both in day school and dance classes, it still seemed that continuing our finan-
cial help, so this young man could achieve his own selfless goals, would somehow be do-
able.  When I called the NACOEJ office in New York to change my method of monthly payment, 
the kind manager said that she could probably find a new sponsor for our student; but I strongly 
felt that our transition was not his problem, and that we wanted to keep our commitment.   Amaz-
ingly, our student then graduated from his courses in April rather than September, so that was 
great news in every way! 
 
Although we have lost touch with each other, I am still impressed by his accomplishments and by 
the way NACOEJ operates.  I cannot recommend this program strongly enough, and hope that if 
you're not able to take on the great privilege of adopting an individual student for a year or so, that 
you will contribute to our congregational adoptees.   Being a part of these individuals' lives, who 
themselves or whose parents (at this point, over 25 years after Operation Moses and Operation 
Solomon) went through unimaginable hardships to get to their Promised Land, as well as being a 
small part of the development of Israel itself, is an indescribable feeling.   

 
                                                                                                              Pamela Singer 

 

Please send your contribution to Traditional Congre gation Chesed Committee 

and mark it for “Adopt-A-Student” 

 

 

Name ___________________________________________________________ 

Thank You!! 

            Stanley Estrin, Adopt-A-Student Program 

�

� �------------------- -----------------------------------------
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Whom would you like to honor? 
Call Annette Heller 314-576-5111 

to order a leaf 
Small $75 

Large $150 
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Celebrate Simchas  

with a Leaf on our SIMCHA Tree:  
 

Small $75 
Large $150 

 
Four lines  of 25 or fewer charac-

ters (including spaces) each. 
Large leaf has room for a date line . 

Call Annette Heller 314-576-5111 
to order a leaf�
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5�abeling makes life easier, more conven-
ient and less complicated. Which when 

it comes to commercial products bearing the 
same label is a positive, since the product will 
essentially be the same in each container. But 
when it comes to human beings, its very ease, 
convenience and simplicity, is what makes it 
seriously problematic, since human beings in 
essence are distinct individuals. This concept is 
reflected in the Talmud (Berachot 58a) where 
we are told that upon seeing a really great mul-
titude of  Jews, when we might be tempted to 
lump them together as an undifferentiated 
mass,  we should recite the following blessing: 
“Blessed one, You are our Al-
mighty God, Sovereign of the 
universe who is wise regarding 
secret things,” because their 
thoughts are as different as their 
faces are different.  

Truth be told, since moving to 
Israel i have become a great deal 
more intolerant of the behavior 
of haredim; sometimes referred 
to as ultra-orthodox or black-
hatters. Lately, particularly here 
in Israel, they have been in the 
headlines and in op-ed pieces 
mainly negatively, for verbal - 
and worse in some cases - violence against 
other Jews, especially women. The nastiest in-
cident took place in Bet Shemesh, where Zumi, 
Caryn and children lived, when a particularly 
uncivilized haredi took it upon himself to 
show his disapproval of a national-religious 
school close to, but not in, his neighborhood by 
screaming at and spitting on an eight-year-old 
girl on her way to school. That incident, and 
other practices insisted upon, such as gender-
separated public busses that travel through 

their neighborhoods, has caused other groups 
to rise up in arms against the haredim. In the 
process many take the easy path, and lump all 
haredim together, accusing them all of avoid-
ing service to the country - army or national 
civil -, gainful employment and living off of 
the largesse of the government, as if they are 
monolithic. 

Wrong! Though surely the accusations are 
valid for many haredim, they are not true for 
all. Many haredim serve in the IDF in special 
units designed to meet their religious require-

ments, and others are part of the 
labor force. In fact i was moved 
to write this piece, when Esther 
and i went to a downtown 
butcher shop and saw a haredi, 
wearing the semi-official uni-
form of haredim, white shirt and 
black pants, his face framed by 
long black peyote (side curls) 
washing the storefront windows. 
And there are many more, men 
and women, like him, serving as 
delivery truck drivers or security 
guards etc. This in no way ex-
cuses the minority of their unac-

ceptable behavior. It also does not excuse the 
leaders of the communities of, in some cases 
rationalizing their behavior and not loudly pro-
testing the minority’s behavior which is giving 
harediism a very bad reputation. 

The lesson however should be to avoid stamp-
ing every one loosely belonging to a particular 
group with the same label. 
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