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I ’m pretty sure that the first sukkah I set foot in is 
the one outside our building.  Since I grew up in 
New Jersey and didn’t move to the land of toasted 
ravioli and Route Fahrty until I was 26, you can 

see that I don’t have a long history with Sukkot.  Yet 
without the slightest equivocation I can say the follow-
ing:  Sukkot has quickly become my favorite holiday. 

This last statement isn’t really profound.  I bet if you 
asked 100 observant to semi-observant Jews, their 
overwhelming choice would mirror mine.  Yet I can’t 
claim to have an observant background.  Following my 
bar-mitzvah, I don’t recall attending a single Shabbat 
service for at least a decade, and the only Jewish holi-
days to show up on my radar were Rosh Hashanah, 
Yom Kippur, Pesach (first night seder 
only), and the one when we eat Chinese 
food and see a movie.  In my teens, I 
was the poster boy for Jewish assimila-
tion.   

But after sitting in the shul’s sukkah 
during the autumn of 1994, I became 
deeply taken by Sukkot.  Obviously the 
time outdoors won me over; in fact, as I 
get older and life requires more time 
indoors, anything that can drag me out-
side immediately gets my vote.  More-
over, Sukkot made me aware of a rela-
tionship more profound than my connection to the natu-
ral world: Sukkot led me to the heavenly bodies. Not 
Angelina Jolie, mind you— I’m talking Orion.  Once 
Jane and I put up our sukkah in the backyard of our 
Kirkwood estate (ok, it was a two bedroom, one bath-
room, 900 square-foot box, but it was a pleasant place 
to live until Sela was born), I noticed that every year, 
the moon would rise over the same tree that grew in the 
east of our backyard.  Then, with each preceding night 
of Sukkot, the moon would rise a bit more southerly 
than the night before. Every year, the pattern was the 
same.  So I romantically imagined that the moon and 
stars waited for us each year to sit in our backyard.  
Sukkot became a cosmological greeting; it was like an 
invitation from the powers above. 

There is, however, a more personal reason that makes 
Sukkot so dear to me.  As you might surmise, I belong 
to the sub-group of Jews that cannot do a single thing 
with our hands (hmmm, this may not be a minority of 
Jews, now that I think about it).  So construction of our 
sukkah each year rests with my extremely able father-in

-law.  Some of you have met him; although his name at 
birth was Frank Ballard, he’s now known to the world 
as Grandpa.  He can build anything.  However, until he 
met me, he never set foot in a sukkah either: he’s not 
Jewish. 

This fact was no impediment to him, and when Jane 
and I asked for his help to build our first sukkah, I was 
awoken on a warm Sunday morning in October to the 
sound of a saw cutting beams.  He took to the task with 

incredible ardor as he was determined 
to build the best sukkah Kirkwood had 
ever seen (of course there wasn’t much 
competition, but still…).  After a few 
false starts, we put together our first 
one in 2001—and encased the walls 
with a tarp, totally cutting off any air-
flow for a day or two until we installed 
lattice in its place; this is what’s known 
in the educational world as “the learn-
ing curve”—and as the years passed 
our designs became more elaborate and 
grander. 

The story for me doesn’t end here, however.  A year or 
two after Ballard-Roth associates took up the sukkah 
business, Grandpa had a new idea about the roof.  He 
stopped by one afternoon and said, “Can you ask your 
rabbi if this schach is kosher?”  What!?!  Our schach?  
How did he know that?  I indeed went into Rabbi Zi-
mand’s office and relayed the question, and tears 
seemed to well in his eyes.  I never asked him to elabo-
rate, but I assumed that Rabbi Zimand was moved that 
Grandpa loved his family so much that he took it upon 
himself to learn about a holiday that for most non-Jews 
lives in obscurity.  

And at bottom, that’s why I love Sukkot so much.  By 
its nature, the holiday begs us to bring people together, 
from the ushpizin (the biblical guests that we welcome 
into our sukkah) our children draw, to our friends and 
neighbors.  But to me, our most distinguished visitor is 
the guest who for the first 60 years of his life had never 
heard of the holiday or pictured himself a part of it and 
now looks forward to it each autumn.   
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Rabba Sara Hurwitz�
Rabba Sara Hurwitz is part of the Rabbinic staff 
at the Hebrew Institute of Riverdale.  She also 
serves as Dean of Yeshivat Maharat, the first 
Orthodox school to confirm women as Spiritual 
and Halachic leaders.  She graduated from 
Drisha’s 3-year Scholars Circle Program and 
studied for 5 years under the supervision of 
Rabbi Avi Weiss.  She was ordained in 2009 by 
Rabbi Avi Weiss, Rabbi Daniel Sperber, and 
Rabbi Josh Maroof.  She received a B.A. from 
Barnard College, Columbia University.  She 
also helped create JOFA’s Gender and Ortho-
doxy Curriculum Project.  Sara was named as 
one of the Jewish Week’s 36 under 36, a “top 
pick” in the Forward’s 50 most influential Jew-
ish leaders, Newsweek’s 50 most influential 
rabbis, and she is a Bikkurim fellow. �

SIR Weekend Presentations:  

72�!�����	�,����������
8�"�������9�
�����	�
�����
����:��
�;�

�
A Character Analysis - looking at 3 stories that appear in the Talmud 

about Yalta:  Was she an agent of change or a disruption?  

Women and Sefer Torah: Myths and Facts 

Can Orthodox Women Be Rabbis?: A Halachic Analysis 

Watch your mail for more information about our Scholar-in-Residence weekend 
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Like to organize?  We’ve got a job 
for you! 

 

Sisterhood is looking for a few good women (or men)  who enjoy 
organizing and straightening up in the kitchen.  We  need one 
or two people each week to spend a bit of time in o ur kitch-
ens, tossing food that’s beyond its prime, organizi ng our 
pantries, keeping our counters neat, etc.  If cooki ng is not 
your thing but you’d like to help in some other way  with our 
kiddushim , this is a great opportunity for you to partici-
pate.   

 

Please contact Tobie Hupert at 314-606-7493 if you can make a 
weekly commitment.  Thank you!  
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Special thanks to Gail Tullman and Nanci 
Gold and all the kitchen angels who helped 
prepare a Kiddush in memory of my 
mother-in-law on August 27th.  It makes 
the prospect of sponsoring a Kiddush so 
much easier knowing that there are so 
many gracious and willing hands.   

Fondest regards, Elaine Farkas  �
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1 
Shabbat 
Shuvah 

 
2 
Tzom Gedaliah 
“Travel Me 
Jewish” Info 
Meeting, 10:00 
AM 

 
3 

  

 
4 

  

 
5 

  

 
6 

  

 
7 

Erev Yom Kip-
pur 
6:17p Candle 
lighting 

 
8 

Yom Kippur 

 
9 

  

 
10 

  

 
11 

  

 
12 

Erev Sukkot 
6:08p Candle 
lighting 

 
13 

Sukkot I 
7:07p Candle 
Lighting 

 
14 

Sukkot II 
6:06p Candle 
lighting 

 
15 

Sukkot III 
(CH''M) 
 
Sukkot Camp-
fire, 8:00 PM 

 
16 

Sukkot IV 
(CH''M) 

 
17 

Sukkot V 
(CH''M) 

 
18 

Sukkot VI 
(CH''M) 

 
19 

Sukkot VII 
(Hoshana Raba) 
6:00p Candle 
lighting 

 
20 

Shmini Atzeret 
6:58p Candle 
lighting 

 
21 

Simchat Torah 
5:57p Candle 
lighting 

 
22 

  

 
23 

  

 
24 

  

 
25 

Boniuk-
Tanzman  
Lecture at 
WashU 
7:00 PM 
  

 
26 

  

 
27 

  

 
28 

Rosh Chodesh 
Cheshvan 
5:48p Candle 
lighting 

 
29 
Rosh Chodesh 
Cheshvan 
 
Dedication of 
Ric Markowitz 
Teen Lounge 

 
30 
  

 
31 
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