Please ask our elected political leaders to help end the genocide in Darfur

I have tried to make this:  Easy! Fast! Free! SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 You do not have to read all of this.
For each category, the snail mail (paper mail) address comes before the web site or email address. The web sites have a form to fill out with an area to paste your message. Then you submit to send. There is a link to click on below to email Governor Blunt.

The President of the United States

George W. Bush

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue

Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

comments@whitehouse.gov 

The Honorable Christopher Bond 

United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Bond:

http://bond.senate.gov/contact/contactme.cfm 

The Honorable Claire McCaskill

United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator McCaskill:

http://mccaskill.senate.gov/contact.cfm 

The Honorable Russ Carnahan (Todd Akin or William Clay, Jr.)

U.S. House of Representatives

Washington, D.C.  20515

Dear Congressman Carnahan (Akin or Clay):

http://www.house.gov/carnahan/contact.shtml 

http://www.house.gov/akin/contact.html#email 

http://www.house.gov/clay/contact.htm 

The Honorable Governor Matt Blunt

Capitol Building-Room 216

Jefferson City, MO 65101

Dear Governor Blunt:

You can click on the link in the box following to email Governor Blunt.

E-mail: Constituent Services 

You can write your own message. Don’t worry about the wording as the message is probably not read too carefully. Or you can use one of the sample messages below.

Two web sites where you can get ideas for new letters are http://savedarfur.org  and http://dollsfordarfur.org/  You really do not have to be original. Just communicate.

The savedarfur site usually comes up with an email post card you can send really quickly.


Sample letter #1

The situation in Darfur is getting worse, not better. The genocide must be stopped. Talk without effective action while over 400,000  people have been massacred, 2.5 million have been displaced, and untold thousands have been raped, tortured and terrorized is not acceptable.

Ending the horror will take immediate action by a strong United Nations peacekeeping force. The Sudanese regime that’s sponsoring this brutal extermination can no longer be allowed to block UN intervention. President Bush must act now to save Darfur.

We Americans cannot be quiet, uninvolved bystanders allowing this genocide to continue. We must use our power in the world, and you must use your position of power in our government to stop the brutal killing in Darfur.

The following is a little long. You can skip it to save time. Just send something, please!

Sample letter #2 : Excerpts from Nicholas Kristof, 10/29/06 in The New York Times
Perhaps the most extraordinary aspect of Darfur isn’t that gunmen on the Sudanese payroll heave babies into bonfires as they shout epithets against blacks. It’s that the rest of us are responding only with averted eyes and polite tut-tutting.

This past week alone, Sudan expelled the U.N. envoy for Sudan and sent a proxy army to invade eastern Chad. Those moves underscored both the audacity of Sudan’s leaders and the fecklessness of the rest of the world’s. 

In fact, there’s plenty we can do. The international community has focused on getting U.N. peacekeepers into Darfur, but Sudan refuses to admit them. The stalemate drags on; the slaughter continues — but here’s what we can do:

The focus has been on getting U.N. peacekeepers into Darfur, and they are needed, but in the long run only a peace accord can calm Darfur. “This is distracting from the main need,” Mudawi Ibrahim Adam, a Sudanese human rights campaigner, said of the focus on peacekeepers. In May a peace agreement was stillborn after only one Darfur rebel faction signed it, but the pact can be renegotiated, for the differences are small and bridgeable.

• President Bush and European leaders need to use their leverage on four nations in particular to make them part of the solution: China, Saudi Arabia, Egypt and Libya. China is playing a disgraceful role underwriting the Darfur genocide, by giving Sudan the guns used to shoot children and by protecting Sudan in the U.N. Security Council. And the three Arab states need to be involved so that Sudan cannot claim that plans to protect Darfuris are American or Jewish plots to dismember the country.

“It is very clear there is a plan to redraw the region,” the Sudanese president, Omar Hassan al-Bashir, said last month, explaining the calls for U.N. peacekeepers in Darfur. “Any state in the region should be weakened, dismembered in order to protect the Israelis.” 

Sudanese journalists say that Mr. Bashir has cleverly used such arguments to portray himself as a nationalist, and as a result is in a stronger position now than when he started killing babies in Darfur. Arab leaders need to show that they care about Muslim children being shot even when Israel is not responsible.

• To get more coverage on Al Jazeera and other Arab networks, Mr. Annan could take a planeload of Arab journalists on a visit to Darfur refugee camps. Condi Rice could do the same. The U.S. could put video footage (I’d supply some) of Darfur atrocities on its Arabic-language satellite television station, Al Hurra.

• The U.S., France and U.N. should immediately send peacekeepers to Chad and the Central African Republic to prop up those countries (the U.S. can supply airlift, intelligence and communications support, but our ground troops would create a backlash). Sudan has sent proxy forces to invade both, and they are teetering.

• We need contingency plans for forcible military intervention. There is talk that in the coming months Sudan’s janjaweed militias may start systematically massacring some of the two million people who have taken shelter in camps in Darfur. If that were to happen, U.N. and NATO forces would have to go in and rescue those people — and if Sudan knew of such contingency plans, that would make massacres less likely.

• The U.S. and French air forces should jointly impose a no-fly zone from the French air base in Abéché, Chad, as the Chadian president has invited us to do. 

• Western countries should apply targeted sanctions that freeze international assets of Sudanese leaders whom the U.N. has already listed as involved in the genocide.

• Mr. Bush must use his bully pulpit. He could invite Arab and African leaders to the White House for a summit on Darfur. He could suggest to the Chinese president, Hu Jintao, that they jointly visit the area. 

After fewer than 10,000 white people had died in Kosovo, the U.S. intervened to prevent a genocide. So far, several hundred thousand black people have been slaughtered in Darfur, and our president hasn’t even dedicated a speech to it.

If we don’t try bold new approaches now, when? After 750,000 have died and Chad has collapsed? After all north central Africa is in chaos and 1.5 million are dead? When?


To call the White House comment line and suggested talking points to make:

Step 1: Dial 202-456-1111 to reach the White House comment line.
Step 2: Use the talking points below when prompted to leave your comment.


· It has been almost four years since the violence started in Darfur. More than 400,000 innocent people have been killed and more than 2.5 million have been displaced.

· President Bush must take immediate action to end the violence by:

· Engaging world leaders to enforce the no-fly zone already approved by the United Nations Security Council;

· Working with the United Nations to speed up the deployment of a civilian protection force;

· Enacting tougher, targeted economic sanctions and punitive measures;

· Instructing his administration to play a major diplomatic role in supporting renewed, multi-party peace efforts;

· Cooperating with Congress to ensure sufficient funding for peacekeeping and humanitarian aid.

In his State of the Union speech, all President Bush said was, "We will continue to speak out for the cause of freedom in places like Cuba, Belarus, and Burma -- and continue to awaken the conscience of the world to save the people of Darfur."
The President's remarks on Darfur are a disappointment to the millions of Americans who have been acting to 'awaken the conscience of the world' and demand greater protection for the people of Darfur.
We need your help to make sure President Bush understands the urgency Americans like us feel about protecting innocent lives from genocide.
Please dial 202-456-1111 now to get started.
